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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) adopt Resolution of Necessity C-19171, which is the subject of this 
Appearance. The summary below identifies the location of and designates the nature of the 
property rights covered by the Resolution of Necessity. In accordance with statutory requirements, 
the owners have been advised that the Department is requesting a resolution at this time. Adoption 
of Resolution of Necessity C-19171 will assist the Department in the continuation of the orderly 
sequence of events required to meet construction schedules. 
 
C-19171 - Bradley K. Sparks, et ux. 
06-Fre-180-PM 54.56 - Parcel 85426-1A, 1B, 2 - EA: 342339-3000C - Certification Date: 
03/01/06 - RTL Date: 07/01/06 - (Freeway - new alignment). Authorizes condemnation of land in 
fee for a State highway, extinguishment of abutter's rights of access, a temporary easement for 
freeway construction, underlying fee, together with all of those certain improvements which 
straddle the right of way line with an easement to enter the remaining ownership to remove such 
improvements. Located in the city of Fresno at 2730 W. Whitesbridge Road. APN 458-080-35. 
 
An update to the November 2005 Commission Book Item is included with this submittal for 
information. 
 
 
Attachments 
 

“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 
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UPDATED SUMMARY OF ISSUES 

 
On November 3, 2005, proposed resolution C-19171 was presented as an appearance item to the 
California Transportation Commission (Commission) for adoption. The property owner, Mr. 
Bradley K Sparks, the owner of Fresno Tractor, Inc. and Heavyquip, Inc. appeared on his own 
behalf to challenge the resolution.  
 
The Commission deferred action on the resolution of necessity and instructed the Department to 
investigate two matters. The following is a description of the concerns that the Commission 
instructed the Department to investigate and the Department’s response. 
 
Commission: 

The Department is to pursue discussions with the city of Fresno (City) to inquire if the City 
would accept relinquishment of Whitesbridge Road with the condition that the City could 
not construct a median island on Whitesbridge Road. 
 

Department Response: 
The District met with the City’s Department of Public Works and discussed the 
relinquishment of Whitesbridge. The City was not interested in accepting a relinquishment 
with the condition that a median could not be constructed on Whitebridge Road. Acceptance 
with said condition would not be consistent with the Circulation Element of their General 
Plan.  

 
Owner: 

Investigate the decertification and sale of the landlocked parcel to the north of the Sparks 
property.  
 

Department Response: 
After the first level meeting with Mr. Sparks the District investigated the need for the 
excess parcel located north of the Spark’s property. The parcel is landlocked and zoned M1 
(light industrial). A twenty-foot strip of land adjacent to the new right of way will be 
needed during the construction phase of State Route 180. The District decertified the 
excess parcel, (Director’s Deed (DD) 78136-01-01), 84,724 square feet, and the parcel was 
in the process of being appraised at the time of the November, 2005 Commission meeting. 
Upon completion of the appraisal of said parcel an offer to sell the surplus land was made 
to the two adjoining owners, Mr. Sparks and Mr. Guerrero, on November 7, 2005. A 
private oral auction will be held for the two owners, or their authorized representative, on 
November 29, 2005. 

 
The Department’s need for the adoption of the resolution of necessity exists regardless of the 
disposition of these two issues, both of which can be broken down into areas of compensation. 
The proposed access control from the Sparks property along Marks Avenue is necessary for the 
safety of the traveling public as they enter the State Route 180 eastbound on ramp. Whether or 
not the median on Whitesbridge Road is installed or the excess land sale is consummated, the 



   Reference No.: 2.4a.(2) 
   December 14-15, 2005 
   Page 2 of 2 
 

Department’s acquisition of access rights from the Sparks property is essential to insure the 
safety component on this portion of the project. 
 
PANEL RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Panel concludes that the District’s design complies with Section 1245.230 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure in that: 

 
• The public interest and necessity require the proposed project.  

 
• The proposed project is planned or located in the manner that will be most 

compatible with the greatest public good and least private injury. 
 

• The property to be condemned is necessary for the proposed project. 
 

• An offer to purchase in compliance with Government Code Section 7267.2 
has been made to the owners of record.  

 
   

The Panel recommends submitting a Resolution of Necessity to the California Transportation 
Commission.  

 
 
                                                                                                     . 
     DONALD GREBE 
     Office Project Delivery 
     Division of Right of Way and Land Surveys 
     Panel Chair 
 
 

I concur with the Panel’s recommendation: 
 
 
                                                                                   . 
     RICHARD D. LAND 
     Chief Engineer 
 

Attachments 
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